ae 


SF tee B betes 88 — riled 


aewri SN 


nt A 1 4 


7 @ 


Hay. 


e1Tt is of no use to change tyrants; the thing is to! 


factitious “ sins against God m rally more enor- 
mous than sins against man is not unfairly. illustrated, 
if perhaps a little exaggerated, by the story recently 
told in the British house of commons by Sir Wiltred 
Lawson of a father who said to his son: “ Now, my 
boy, beware of the beginning of sin! Many a man 
has commenced with murder sn aded wit ‘Sab- 
bath-breaking.” . ig 
Brennan, too, is unterrified. Released from — 
‘he first utterance of the brave young secretazy of the 
Land League i is, not that the land question is settled, 
_ but that much remains to be done, and that lee 
ism must be torn up by the roots. It is a si ti 


“ Trish World” men, Davitt and Bren- 
stood the test of persecution most unflinch- 
be were engaged in no mere political 

— the had no selfish ends in view; but the 

f j ad entered their hearts and ‘the idea 

— stice thei eads, and in the hour of trial these 

sustained them in the performance of their duty. 

is nothing equal to moral principle as an inspi- 
in eroic conduct. 

balars aontn the world loses one of its 

, truest spirits, a man cast in Nature's most 
ic mold. Decrepitude and disease combined 
ing his Tr years to disable him from active 
effort, but neither could dampen his ardor in the cause 
“of justice, é remained steadfast to the end. un- 

spoiled by popularity, and ever ready, wirsa occasion 
required, to lift his voice in behalf of ths social revo- 
lution. The man will be remembered in history for 
his sterling character more than for any of his deeds, 
and the results of political ani 1 progress will 
show that for hich he is nowr famous, the uni- 

in of Italy, as ievement of 

yard and away 
sconer or later 
takin  Gari- 

at ot 
entalities 


argument ‘admirable enough, but which would have — 


served equally well as an answer to its own attack on 
“ Pot-Bouille.” We see, therefore, that, had the: edi- 


tor of “ The Critic” been secretary of the Vice So- | #7 


ciety, he wonld have been as unwarrantable a tyrant 
as Comstock himself, albeit in a different direction. 


abolish tyranny. Let no one suppose that Liberty 
| holds Whitman responsible for “The Critic's *-incon- 
sistency. He is above such weaknees. Nor would 
we be understood as. classing Whitman and Zola on 
the same literary level. 

The hue-and-cry over the “nastipess” of ‘Zola’s 
latest novel, ‘ Pot-Bouille,” foolish and futile as it is, 
nevertheless has one interesting aspect, which a 
seacch for the explanation thereof reveals. Zoia, 
in a series of powerful works of fiction, has been 
picturing systomatically, i in his realistic fashion, the 
morals of modern society. So long as he confined 


himself to certain phases of it, little or no uxception | 


was taken to his work. In “L’Assommioir” he 
t} painted in all their hyrrors the evils of drunkenness 
as it exists among the working classes, and, though 
the critics discussed inore or less warmly the literary 
value of the realistic school, no serious protest was 

heard. In “Nana” the bold writer. went ‘a little 


farther, and depicted the “ social evil” in its effects |. 
upon. the. life of a member of the Parisian dems-|--— ~ 


monde, This effort was welcomed with not quite the 
same unruffied placidity that greeted “ L’Assommoir.” 


The shrewder portion of the “truly good,” cognizant | - 


uf the back-door communication between their sphere 
of life and Nana’s, and seeing themselves in the 
shadowy background of the new picture. began to 
divine the drift of Zola’s purpose, and sore of them 
attempted to parry a blow which they felt to be par- 


itisily, though indirectly, simed at themselves by | 
branding »'m as an unclean writer. Still, the pro- 


test was comp3tatively mid. But in his latest work, 
true to his d:sign, the author walks straight into the 
homes of the «pper classes, and ruthlessly tears away 
the veil from before the secret sexual promiscuity 
with which they have so long been honeycombed. 
And, naturally enough, the realistic writer, adhering 
to the method in which he believes, uses groséer 
language than before in describing this grossest of 
moral inignities, But clearly he has exceeded the 


limit. The feeble objections to “ L’Assommoir ” and ee 
the moderate protes:s against “ Nana” immediately | © 


swell inte a how] of hypocritical wrath from the this 





- Spirits, ‘twas sung, over slamber. Jand stole: 
“Like dreams’ idealities, 
Deemad pernonalities, ae 


_ Fancy has fondly created the soul: 


Yoa, as an envy : 
Grasplessfand ghostly, a sublima’ 
A bodied nonentity, 
“Phantom identity, 


— Heavenward wafted when ended hfe'e span. 


Bui, lost as locality, 
Heaven its bounds to the boundless dilaten; 
Bo, thought’s- totality: 
., Universality 


Sneds in the soul, and the soul re-creates. 


To it, in humility, 


‘Awed by the infinite, feeling is all; 


It sees the,sterility, 
Finds the futility, 
God in the limits of thought to enthrall. 


Back from past wandering, 

Homeward the soul.te man’s breast has returned. 
Freed from vain pondering, : 
Zeal no more aquandering, 


Btrong in the strength for which Jone it has — ie 


“Bo now the. rle of. man_ 
In his own manhood on earth shall be Played; 
So now the sou! of man 
: Finds the true goul of man, : 
Heavenly realms by this world overweighed. . 


The soul is a trinity, 
Intellect, will; and emotion in one; 

This man's aflaity 

Is to divinity ; * — 
This is the sainthood by manhood outdone. 


The soul a reflector is, 
Casting the image of heaven and earth; 

No more a spectre ia, . 

But the perfecter is, 
Pointing the path unto worthiest worth, 


“> By art beatified, 
‘ redeemed by the true, 


ad 


, whether | time rich and powerful victims of the audacious au- 


thor’ pen. ‘The — hacks whom they hire to 











Hab a right smart shakt 
s well that things should tak their 


Iy fi om. their sa innermost. The responsibility 


fin ‘this latter case rests, so far as there i is any, on hu- 


man nature. It is the. inevitable play of human 


', [forces that rebuilds and revivifies the earth.- And 


there in. old Boston, as things drift to their worst, 


life-saving energies will be liberated in ways and by 


| means least suspected. Such is our faith. So, when 


| we speak of any deplorable state of affairs at home 


| or abroad, itis simply.a noting of the fact, and not a} 


sign of unassuageablo grief or despondency. We feel 


is none; therefore, we have none toexhibit. We know 


fall well that human nature is equal to itself, and can 


* land will stand in the gap against whatever impend- 


_ |ing calamity. 
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The deadness of which we spoke is no 
bad omen; considered scientifically. ‘Was it Paul, the 
Apostle, who had so much to aay of the falling grains 
«© wheat which must. die.to Jive? This is undoubt- 


00| edly the true explanation of the nigh all-prevailing 
‘so | Boston. \n deadrot so manifest in these latter times at 


the yearly meetings. 

‘We are giad that our. philosophy leads us into this 
pat of reconciliation with the otherwise most dis- 
couraging outlook. When deadness abounds, we 
know that life much more abounds, to be manifest iu 
the good time—possibly not far distant, cither—to 


.00! oome. People mean well. You feel that. But they 
.15| are —plainness of speech is here a virtue,—they are 


stupid; gone into their own deadness to bring forth, 
let us trust, iu the fullness of time, life abundantly. 
So we say to our Western friends,—who are not them- 
selves us much alive us ‘t.ey might be (rushing, 
jumping activity is no infi.'lible sign of life) —old 
Boston is only buried in he. own benumbed, plati- 
tadinizing: self. for a season. Si: shall rise sgein, 
clad in robes of light which you wi: be well pleased 
to honor. She has “failen into gloom ” and is afraid 
of Whitman,—so moral (?) is her official deadness,— 
but, after that conjunction, there is much good to 
come, be assured! a revived, happy, aggressive, 
creative day, to hav own and the world’s best good, 
when she shall staad once mors erect here by the rea, 
as onze Emerson predicted, : 
‘With sanshine in her brain. 

An invisible witness of the proceedings at the Free 
Religious Anniverssry, Liberty reflected somewhat 
in this wise: “Deadness here also, and much; but 
what if these: intelligent, good-looking men and 
women should burst their cerements of worldly pra-| 1p 
dence and sectarian imitation, and let the living souls 
within them of which they so often prate have their 
full, romping freedom! Would they, and all man- 
kind else, go to rack and ruin? Not 2 bitof it! In- 
stead of being‘ warts and wens’ of a proselyting insti- 
tutioa, they would severally, cach and all, be rein- 
forced and invigorated by the god in them. Then! 
think of it! “With no burden of membership to 
maintain; no dwarfing ‘we’ to engineer and be 


| morally. accountable for; no ‘ working together toa 


common end’ which must be tramped up in the com- 
mittee room, destin ly to narrow the vision. of 
ali to one little focus of agreement,—think of it! 


03 | Each freed from _ this, expanding to full circle so! 
“1Ve : iberty's eye ran over the assembly, it 
really seemed as if a mighty force was thers, once | , 


— er 
7S div- · 


out of ‘what they produce to 
ragged edge of poverty and | 


oe inflicts — 


ss enough to demand the ramoration 
down.” They thereby inflict upon the 


a — Immediately thie ze is herald 
they have simpiy fe 
down: ers.” — 


as the “ ae 
since he is the robber, the ae i} 


‘invader. 


the “ cut-up-ers ” —— 
may rob tiem witk impunity. 
for the best. It is painfully evident tl at 


Jead to blood:hed, unless labor learns the modus o 
randi of the destruction of ite rights in time to 

it by cousolidated passive resistance. If it m 
then perhaps the sooner the better, even on p 
and humanitarian grounds. 


A Journal Rejuvenescent. 


What is coming over the dream of th ormerly 
staid, conservative, reactionary, avfally pious, mo 
ally stupid, grandmotherly old “ Advertiser”? The 
Germans have a proverb: ‘‘ When dead tree limbs 
bud and blossom, there must be something vigo 
in the air.” We have already had some astoni 
words to quote from— may ‘ve say our A 


the heart of nate 
conventional an 


It is the voice of the minority that is head: —tha 
minority with which - abides whatever i is —— 


Gach Pte rep 
supposed to ha 
conscious of 
claim our jo; 


liberate it in individual brains and hearts. You, Sir — 


Frederick, member o 
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abor union ia ona one whit higher plane than th 


e i 


otherwise, of what is just, fair, and. honest in the sight of 
all’ men, but as someone is afraid somebody else may say, 
or may think, or criticise. Is nothing fixed? Is nothing 
settled ? Is expediency. the sole and ‘sufficient test. of. pub- 
lie conduct? So it would eomeétimes seem...» . . The 
heavens never staud straighter than when simple justice is 
done. A : zs y = F 


There! Have we overstated the caseP Is there 
aot hope P 

Yes, indeed. 

‘Tis a banner on the outer walls. 

And now, the burden upon our editorial neighbor, 


as upon ourselves, is to fight the good fight for Jus- 
‘tice's far-seeing, all-succoring supremacy. 


‘Tis a good and peace-bringing fight, slaying none, 
but causing all to live. 
Frosh aptness and point are given to Waldo Emer- 
son’s lines by these new suggestions of Springtide in 
the columns of our aferetime wintry neighbor : 


Spring still makee Spring in the mind 
When sixty years are told; 

Love: wakes anew this throbving heart, 
And we sre never old. 


Over the winter glactera, 
I see the summer glow, 

And, through wild-piled anowdrift, 
“The warm rosebuda below. 


Trades-Unionism. 
Of late there has been a remarkable activity on the 


‘part of all classes of working mea in this country 
-in the way of combining for mutual protection and 
well-being. And not ‘only has this activity been | 
pushed among the obnoxious “ foreigners,” but | 


simon-pare American mechanics ave been forming 
trades unions.in-all quarters. 


Liberty rejoices at the rapidly: increasing numbers | 
y re) Py 8 be people begin by calling for a law to change it. Is the road be- | yoyed any right at ail and could never obtain justice against . 

A tween two villages impassable? Tie farmer says that & law of| the noble for t's most revolting acts except he took revenge 

at) highways is necessary. Has the viilage consty.rle, taking ad-| py killing him sad getting himself hanged,—he saw himself 


of American trades unions; not that the animus of 


of a capitalist union, but because labor combinations 
are a crude step in the direction of supplanting the 


» State: The trades unions involve a mivement for 


self-government on the part of the people, the lo- 
gical outcome of which is ultimate revolt against 
those usurping political conspiracies which mantfest 


themselves in courts and legislatures. Just as the 


Land League has become s formidable rivai of the 
British State, so the amalgamated trades unions may 


yet become a power sufficiently strong to defy the 


legislatures and overthrow them. 
The <apitalists and their tools, the legislatures, al- 


willing to temper somewhat, for the time, our criti- 
cism of the fact that the trades unions themselves are 
generally largely imbued with the element of force 
and authority. Perhaps they could hardly be expected 
to ba otherwise, when we remember that the aew- 
born labor organizations are plants growing out <? 
the old political order. But, imperfect as they are, 
they are the beginnings of a revoli-against: the au- 
thority of the political State. They promise the 
coming substitution of industrial socialism for usurp- 
ing legislative mobism. While we hailthe growth of 
labor combinations as a potent sign of emancipation, 
we invite workingmen to study the methods of Lib- 
erty, throw overboard the State, repudiate all politi- 
cisns and their services, and go straight forward 
about their business. One or two more lessons like 
the Pittskurgh riots, if administered intelligently, 
will begin w eet the legislative mobists serious)y to 
thinking. 


Law and Authority. 
{Translated from ‘* Le Révolté.”] 


“When ignorance prevails in the bosom of society and dis- 
order in the minds of the people, laws become numerous. 
Men expect everything from legislation, and, cach new law 
proving a new disappointment, they tre fed to. look to it un- 
ceasingly for that which can come only from themselves, from 
their own education, from their owen moral co.dition.” It cer- | 
iainly is not a revolutionist who says this ; not aven a reformer. 
It is a jurist, Dalloz, the author of a compilation of French 
laws, entitled “ Répertoire de la Législation.” And yet these 
lines, althongh written by man who was himself a maker 
and an admirer of laws, perfectly picture the abnormai condi- 
tion of society to-day. : 

In the existing States a new law is consideved a remedy for 
all evils. Instead of changing themselves what is bad, the 





vantage of the stupidity of those who surround him with their 
respect, insulted some one? “ A law is needed,” cries the in- 
sulted party, “to establish a standard of politeness for village 
constables.” Are commerce and agriculture at a standstiil?: 
“We must have a protective faw,” avgue the husbandman, 
the eattle-raiser, the grain speculator:, down to the dealer in 
old rags, there is not one who docs not demand a Jaw to pro- 
tect his petty traffic. Does the employer lower wages or add 
to the hours of labor? “There must be a law to regulate 
that,” shout those anxions to be legislators, instead cf telling 
the operatives that there is another and more effective method 
of “regulating that,"—namely, to take back from the em- 
ployer that which he has stolen from generations of workers. 
In short, everywhere a law! A law of roads, a law of fash- 


ing the law against what are generally known as “ its abuses, 
the inevitable consequence of the law fteelf, : oe 

Art chimes in with so-calied science. The hero of the seul 
tor, painter, and musician covers the Lew with his buckler, 
and, eyes flashing and nostrils dilating, stands ready to atribe 
with bis sword whoever shall dare to touch it. Temples are 
built ¢o it and high priests appointed, whom the revolaticnisis 
themselvee hesitate to touch; and, if the Revolution itself see- 
ceeds in sweeping away some old institution, it is again by a 
Law thet it seeks to perpetuate its work. 

This mags of rules of conduct, left us by slavery, servitude, 
feudalism, and royalty, which is called Law, has taken the 
place of the stone monsters betore which human victims fur- 
merly were immolated and which the slave did net dare even . 
to touch, through fear of being killed by a thunderbolt from 
heaven. 

Especially since the advent of the Lourgeoiste, since tac great 
French Revolution,—bas thie religion snccecled in establish- 
ing itself. Under the old régime but little was heard of the 
laws, outside of the Montesquieus, Rousseaus, and Voltaires, 
as opposed to the royal caprice; the people were bound to obey 
the good pisasure of the king and bis valets, or suffer the pen- 
alty of imprisonment or deuth. But during and since the rev- 
olution the lawyers, having attained power, have done their 
best to confirm this principle on which they depended to estab- 
lish their reign. The bourgeoisie accepted it without opposi- 
tion, as its anchor of safety, to stem the popular torrent. ‘The 
priesthood hastened to sanctify it, io save its bark tossing in 
the waves of the torrent. And finally the people accepted it 
as 8 step in advance of arbitrary rule and the violence of the 
past, 

To understand the eighteenth century one must carry him- 
self back to it in imagination. His heart must have bled at 
the recital of the atrocities committed during that period by the 
all-powerful nobles apon the men and women of the people in 
order tv understand what magic influence these words, “ equal- 
ity befure the law, obedience to the law, without distinction of 
birth or fortune,” must have exercised a century ago over the 
mind of the peasant. He who up to that time had been 
treated more cruelly than an animal, ke who had never en. 


recognized by this maxim, at least in theory and so far as his 
personal rights were concerned, as the equal of his lord. 
Whatever the law might be, it promised to reach equally lord 
and peasant, and proclaimed the equality, in tho eyes of the 
judge, of the poor and tho rich. This promise was a false- 
hood, as we new know; but then it was a step forward, an 
homago rendered to justice in the same sense that “ hypocrisy 
is an homage rendered to truth.” That is why, when the 
saviours of the threatened bourgeoisie, the Robespierres and 
the Dantons, basing themselves upon the writings of the phi- 
losophers of the bourgeoisie, the Rousseaus and the Voitaires, 
proclaimed “respect for the law, equal for all,” the people, 
whose revolutionary ardor had already cooled in the face of 
an enemy more and more solidly organized, accepted the com- 


ready begin te scent the impending dangers of | ions, 4 law of mad dogs, law of virtue, a law to oppose &| promise. They bent the neck under the yoke of the Law to 
trades-uiun socialism, and initiatory steps are on foot | barrier to 911 the vices, all tae evils that result only from hu- save themselves from the tyranny of thy lord. 


in the legislatures of several states io construe labor 

“combinations as conspiracies against commerce and 
industry, and suppress them by law. They have al- 
ready boldly stiown their hand in New York and New 
Jersey, and the «apitalistic organs are putting out 


adroitly disguise fectevs in order to asceriuin how 


American sentimen: would receive the istrodaction 
of Russian and Bismarckian methods iat: the Uuited 


States. 


~~ Working people should be on the alert for the kind 
_. of legislation which is now pending in Now York, 
whereby the police are given discretionary power to 


suppress labor meetings and are acquitted of homi- 


cide in case of the anticipated killing of refractory 


laborers who decline to be “ evicted” at the butt end 
of a club from a hall where they kave assembled for 
the peaceable discussion of grievances and remedies. 


man indolence and cowardice. 

We are all so perverted by an education which from infancy 
stitles within us the spirit of rebellion and develops that of 
submission to authority, we are so perverted by this existence 
under the ferule of the Law which regulates ali things,—our 
birth, our edacation, car develop-nent, our love, our friend- 
ships,—that, if it continues, we shall lose all power of initia- 
tive, all habit of thinking for ourselves. Our society seems un- 
able to undérstand that it can exist otherwise than under the 


and administered by a handful of governors; and even when 
it succceds in emancipating itself from this yoke, its first care 
is to immediately ‘restore it. ‘The year 1 of Liberty ” has 
never lusted move than a day, for, after its proclamation, ihe 
yoke of the Law, of authority, is resumed on the very next day. 

In fact, for thousands of years our governors have been re- 
peating with various intonations: Respect for the law, obedi- 
ence to authority! © Father and mother bring up their children 
in this sentiment. The scuool confirms them; it proves its 
necessity by iacalcating in children scraps of false science 


Since then the dourgeoisie as not ceased to cultivate this 
maxim, which, with another principle, representative govern- 
ment, einhodies the philosophy of the centary of the bourgeoisie, 
the nineteenth century. It has preached it in the schcols, it 
has propagated it in its writings, !¢ has created its science and 
its arts with this as its objective, it has thrust it everywhere, 
after the manner of the English devotee who slips under your 
door his religious tracts. And so well has it done its work 
that to-day we are confronted by this abominable fact . at the 


| control of the law, elaborated by a representative government! yery hour of the re-swakening of the spirit of discontent, the 


people, desiring to be free, begin by asking their masters to be 
so kind as to protect them by modifying the laws made by 
these same masters. — 

But nevertheless tiines and minds wave changed during the 
last hundred years. Everywhere rebels are to be found who 
will no longer obey the law without inquiring into its origin, 
its utility, the source of the cbligation to obey it and the re- 
spect with which itis surrounded. The approaching revolution 
is a “ Revolution,” and not a simple insurrection, for the very 
reason that the rebels of to-day submit to their criticism all the 


When the enforcement of such atrocious legislation is | cunningly assorted ; of obedience to the law it makes a reli-| foundations of society hitherto venerated, and, first of all, this 


| five thousand laborers 
ser Unior. should take 
rith him‘ an escort in the 
1 ready to use 


attempted, every one of th 


gion; it marries the god and the law of the masters in one and 
e same divinity. The hero of history whom it has manufac- 

tured is he who obeys the law, who protects it against rebels. 
Lavzr, whe: the child enters public life, society and “litera- 


wearing av-xy the stone, continue i: inculcate the same preju- 
dice in hin. The books of histoz, of political. science, of so- 
cial economy are fall to overflowing of respect for the law: 
even the physical seicsives are brought into requisition, and, 
by introducing. into these. sciences of observation false terms 
bosrowed: from theology: and ‘absolutism, it is 

trived to confuse the mind, always to maintain 1 for the 
law. The journal does the sane work; there is not a news- 
paper srticle tliat does not preach obedienc y, even 

: er page it daily ¢ 
fic 


fetich, the Law. =. -.. he S 

They analyze its origin, and find it cither in a god —a pro- 
duct of savage fears, as stupid, narrow, and wicked as the 
priests who talk of his supernataral. origin — or in blood, con- 


se it | ture, atriking each day, each moment, iike the: Grop of water quest. by fire and sword. They study its character, and find 


au its distinctive trait unchangeability in the ; 

tinuous dev:lopment of humanity, the tendency to per 

fix that which ought to develop and be modified daily. 

ask how the law is maintained, and sce the atrocities of Byzan-. _ 
tinism and the cruclties of the Inquisition; the tortures of the. 


lash; chain, club, and axc at the service of th 
vaults of prisons ; sufferings, tears, and mal 
still the axe, the rope, the chas the 


of the} 





—— — 


light the guillotine, bloody or dry, the coldly wicked madmaa 
not even suspecting the abyss of degradation inte which he 


himself as fallen, compared with those whom he condemns. | and a sert of divine authority, for making laws to govern those 5— 


We see a race of lawmakers legislating upon matters of 
they know nothing: voting to-day a law governing the eonvary 
condition of cities without ‘having the slightest notion of hy- 


giene ; to-morrow regulating militzry armaments without even | 


understanding a musket; making laws of instruction cda- 
cation white unable to give any instruction wha Ot an 
honest education to their children ; legislating at: r 
never forgetting the fine to be imposed upon the vagabond, the 
prison and the galleys to be inflicted upon men a thousand 
times lesa immoral than they ‘themselves, these  legisiators. 
. We see, finally, the jaiier becoming more and more de 

every humian sentiment, the poiicansn trained to the dutt 
a bloodhound, the spy despising himself, the informer’s ¢ 
pation regarded as an honorable one, corruption erected ; 
system: all the vices, all the bad phases of human nature 
favored and culiivated for the triamph of tho Law. 

We Jee these things, and for that reason, instead of stupidly. 
repeating the old furmala, “ Respect for the law,” we cry : 
a. ‘Contempt for the law and its attributes!” For the cowardly 
phrase, ‘ Obedience to the law,” we substitute: “ Rebellion 
against all laws!" Only ict the misdeeds committed in the 
name of each law be compared with the.benefits which each | 
law has conferred, let the good end the evil be weighed, and it) 
will be seen whether we are right. 


- Against Woman Suffrage. 


The following article, written bv Lysander Spooner, urigi- | |s 


nally appeared February 24, 1877, in the now defunct “ New | 
Age,” J. M. L. Babcock’s journal, but cannot be. revived and | 


reprinted too often until the craze of the women to join in | 


human oppression shall have been turned into a determination 
to abolish human oppression : 


Women are human beings, and consequently have all the | 


nataral rights that any human beings can have. They have 
just as good a right to make lawa as men have, and no better; 
AND THAT 18 JUST NO RIGHT AT ALL. No human being, nor 
any number of human: beings, have any right to make laws, | 
and compel other human beings to obey them. To say that 
they have is to say that they are the masters and owners of | 
those of whom they require such obedience. 

The only law that any human being can rightfully be compelled | 
to obey is simply the law of justice. And justice is rota thing | 
that is adc, or that can be unmade, cr altered, by any homes | 
authority. It is a natural principle, inhering in the very 
nature of man .and of things... It is: that. nacural principle 
which determines what is mine. and what is thine, what is one 
man’s right or property and what is another man’s right or 
property. It i, 80 to speak, the line that Nature has drawn 
between one man’s rights of person and property and another 
man’s rights of person and property. 

But fiz this line, which Nature has drawn, separating the 
rights of one man from the rights of any and all other men, 20 
human being coukl be said to have any rights whatever. 
Every husnan being would be at the mercy of any and all 
other human beiugs who were stronger than he. 

This natural principle, which we will call justice, and wrich 
agsiyns to each and every human being his or her rights, and 
ecparates them from. the rights of each and every other human 


being, is, 1 repeat, not a thing that man has made, but is al 


matter of science to be Jearned, like mathematics, or chemis- 
try, or geology. And all the daws, so called, that men have 
ever made, cither to create, define, or control the rights of indi- 
viduals, were intrinsically just as absurd and ridicuious as 
would te laws to create, define, or contrel mathematics, w 
chemistry, or geology. 

Substantially. ail the tyranny and robbery and crim: that | 


» DUt | 


af| separate and ¢istinct from the rights of any and all other men; 
of| that these fadividual rights aze really the only human rights; 


sill nother aise Gf-cac, 


own wisdom, or virtee, or religion, think they have a right,| 1. 


who, they think, are lees wise, or less virtuous, or Jess religions 
than themselves, They assume to know what is best for ail 
+) other men to do and net to do, to be and not to be, to have and 
not to have. And they conspire to make laws to compel all 
these ocher men to conform to their will, or, as they would say, 
| to their .aperior discretion. They seem to have no perception 
of the ‘cv that each and every human being has bad given 
te his - mind and body of his own, separate snd distinct 
from' minds and bodies of ali other men; and that each 
man’s » .ad.snd bedy have, by nature, rights that are utterly 





there are in the world; ‘hat each man’s rights are simply the 
zight to control his owa soul, and body, and property, accord- 
ing to his own will, pleasure, and discretion, 60 long as he (loes 


not interfere with the equal right of say other man to the free | 


exercise and control of his own soul, hody, and property. 
‘They seem to have no conception of the truth that, so long as 
he jets all other men’s souls, bodies, and properties slone, he 
is under no obligation whatever to believe in such wisdom, 
or virtue, or religion as they co, or as they think best for 
hin. 

This hedy of sclf-conceited, wise, virtuous, and religious 
people, not being sufficiently powerful of themselves to make 
laws and enfor: them upon the rest of mankind, combine with 

; she rapacious avd ambitious classes before mentioned to carry ; 
out such parposes as they can all agree upon. . And the farce, 
nd jargon, ind bat-el they all make of what they call guvern- 
ment would be supremely ludicrous and ridiculous, if it were 
| not the cause of nearly all the poverty, ignorance, vice, crime, 
i and misery there are in the world. 

Of this fatter class—-that is, the self-conceited wise, virtuous, 
| and religious clasa—are those woman suffrage persons who are 
| so anxious that woman should participate in all the falsehood, 
\absardity, usurpation, and crime of making laws, and enforc- 
ing them upon other persons. It is astonishing what an ; 
| amount of wisdom, virtue, and knowiedge they propose to 

inilict upon, or ferce into, the rest of mankind, if they can but 
| be permitted to participate with the men in making cates. 
Accordisg to their own promises and predictions, there will 
| not be a single natural human being left upon the globe, if the 
| women can but get hold of us, and add their power to that of 
the men in making such laws as nobody has any racht to make, 
and such as nobody will be under the least obligation to obey. 
| According to their programme, we are all to be put into their 
legislative mill, and be run through, ground up, worked over, 
and made into some shape in which we shall scarely be recog- 
nized as human beings. Assuming to be gods, they propose 
to meke us over into their own images. But there are so 
many different images among thei, that we can have, at most, 
but one feature after one model, and another after another. 
What the whole conglemerate human anima! will be like, it is 
impossible to conjecture. 

| In all conscience, ia it not better for us even to bear the nearly 
unbearable ills inflicted upon ue by the laws alicady made,— 
——— not better for us z0 be (if we can but be per- 
mitted to be) sach simple human beings as Natures made ne,— 
| shan suffer ourselves to be made over into such grotesque and 
‘horrible shapes as a new set of lawmakers would makes us 
— we suffer thera to try their powers upon us? 

The excuse which the women offer for all the laws which 
they propose to inflict upon us is that they themselves are 
oppressed by: the laws that now exist. Of course they are 
oppressed; and so are all men—exccpt the oppressors them- 
selves—oppressed by the laws that are made. As a general 
rule, oppression was the only motive for which laws were ever 
made. If men wanted justice, and only justicc, no laws 





: 1} Waal ever need to be made ; since justice itself is not a thing 


i tbat can be made. If men or women, or men and women, want 


| that 
crime. 


PORTRAITS © 
engraving process. Bent hy mall op recelpt ¢ 
Address: BENJ. R. TUCKER, Bor. Wt Boston 


ENGLISH TYRANNY AND IRISH SUFFER 


By Avzeyv ne as. 


PAMPHLET of 
A Time tin He seg, Daal a 
ie A 
Cross Fund to be sold for the s 
BENEFIT OF THE SIBERIAN EXILES. 
Price, pisi-paid, 10 cents. ; 
Address: BENJ. R. TUCKER, Box $366, Braton, Mase. 


Just Published : 
NATURAL LAW; 
OR, {EB SCIENCE OF JUSTICN. 
By LYSANDER SPOONER. 
TREATIg= ON RATURAL eke — JUBTICE, 


Natural Kighta, Naivral Li and show 
ural kighta, Naiu: iberty, 7 ——— ne 
Price, post-paid, 15 cents. 


all legislation whatecever is an sarees 
Address: BENJ. R. TUCKER, Box 8866, Boston, Mass. 


LIBERTY’S | PORTRAIT-GALLERY. 


gocial an4 


For either of the fo‘iowing Pictures, address, 
BRNJ. R. TOCKER, Box 3366, Bocten, Meee. 


P. J. PROUDHON: : The profoundest politica 
philosopher and economist that bas ever lived. An 
plate engraving, suitable to frame and hang. Price, polly 
securely wrapped, 75 cents. ‘ 


| MICHAZL BAKOUNINE: Russian revolationi t, 


founder of Nihilism, aad apostie of anarchy... A fine, 
ithogral * nted on heavy paper. Price, post-paid 
wre) cents, 


pes pore 


-_ LIBERTY'S LIBRARY. 


For any of the following. Works, address, 
BENJ. R. TUCEER, Box 3386, Boston, Mass. 


TION: A Subject c” vital and 
bad por tld » but — t immediately to the Men 
loaiah: Warren. “A Pam: 

ng arroust Ft fifth edition, explaining 
Labos Reform, — Liberty and Equity. 


TRUE CIVILIZA 


phiet of 117 
the basic. princip! 
Price 30 cents. 


WHAT IS PROPERTY? Or an Inquiry. into the 
Rone of Right and of Government. By P. J. Proudhon. Pre. 

y a Sketch of Proudhon’s Life and Works, and 

- asa Frontispiece a fine steel Engraving of the Author. ‘T: 
from the French by Benj. R. Tucker. A systematic, 
redical dacussion of the institution of property, — its ¢ 
history, ite t statue, and Hoe deatiny 


detailed and startin, exposé of the crim which i 
the evils which { + 500 pages belo ad com, and 


95.0; full calf, blue, t edges, — 


THE RADICAL REVIEW: Vol.L., hands 
bound in cloth, and — — over a Eeeays, Poems, 
indwstetal, — 3 —5 —— — 
and reli —* pare 528 —— Price, $5.00, Bingle 
numbers, ; 


SO THE RAILWAY KINGS ITCH FOR AN 
Empire, Do they? By a —— Striker,” of Scranton, Pa. A 
Reply to an article by Will jam M a ees ne Tele nanene | 

Review. Price, 10 cents; per: — $4.00 


PROSTITUTION AND INTERNA. 
tional Woman’s League. - ‘By Henry — Price, 15 cents. 


THS LABOR DOLLAR. By Stephen Pearl 
drews. Price, 10 cents. oe 


al 


and 


governments have ever committed—and they have cithur them- | | justice, and only justice, their true course is not to make any 
selves committed, or licensed others to conimit, nearly all that | more daws, but te abolish the laws—all the lawe—that have 
have ever been committed in the world: by any body—iave | already been made. When they shall have abolished all the 


CAPTAIN ROLAND’S FURSE: How It 


Filled and How —— By 


been comraitted by them under the pretence of making laws. | 
Some man, or some body of men, have claimed the right, or 
usurped the power, of making laws, and compelling other men 
to obey ; thus: sctting up their own will, and enforcing it, in | 
place of that natural law, or natural principle; which saya that 
no man or body | ‘of men can rightfully exercise uny arbitrary 
power whatever over the persons or property of other inen. 

There are a: large class. x nm who are 80 rapacious that 
tnoy desire to approp 

_ propertics of ot 

themselves gove 
employ courts, and 
resort, bayon 
: There is another. ¢la 
sation, by the’ 


laws that have already been made, let them give themselves to 
the study and observance, and, if need be, the enforcement, of 
that one universal Iaw—the law of Nature—which ie “the 
same at Rozac and Athens "in China and in England—and 
whick man did not make. Women and men alike will then 
have their rights; all their rights ; all the right that Nature 
gave them. Bat until then, ne‘“her men nor women will have 


anythirg that they can call their righés. They will at moat |: 


have only such Hberties or privileges as the Jaws that are | 
made shall sce ſit to allow them. 

If the women, instead o1 petitioning to Le admitted toa par. 
ticipation in the power of: making more laws, will bat" giv: 
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